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PAYING TRIBUTE TO RYAN
PECKHAM

HON. JON C. PORTER-

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Ryan Peckham, who has distin-
guished himself as an outstanding and de-
voted professional in his field as a Registered
Nurse.

Ryan Peckham has been a Registered
Nurse at Summerlin Hospital for three years.
Since arriving at Summerlin Hospital as a New
Grad RN, Ryan has excelled both as an out-
standing nurse and patient advocate. In his
three years, he has worked on several com-
mittees to help improve patient care and em-
ployee life in Southern Nevada including act-
ing as the lead for a committee that over-
hauled the Triage process in the Emergency
Department. Ryan’s actions as a key member
of this committee were instrumental to imple-
menting new procedures that have helped
save countless lives in the Southern Nevada
community. He has also worked diligently to
make Summerlin Hospital an employer of
choice, not only by increasing the desire for
Registered Nurses to work at Summerlin Hos-
pital, but by also helping patients receive the
highest quality care. Due to his demonstrated
proficiency as a Registered Nurse, Ryan has
recently been named a Charge Nurse.

Ryan is the epitome of professionalism and
dedication. He has contributed to nursing as a
whole in many different aspects. He maintains
the belief that nursing is an attitude rather
than a job.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Ryan Peckham. His professional expertise and
caring nature have greatly enriched the lives
of those in the Las Vegas community. | com-
mend Ryan for his efforts and commitment to
his patients and to our community.

——————

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF MI-
CHAEL W. HAMPTON ON HIS AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACAD-
EMY

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Mr. GILLMOR. Madam Speaker, it is my
great pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing young man from Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. | am happy to announce
that Michael W. Hampton of Waterville, Ohio
has been offered an appointment to attend the
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland.

Michael’s offer of appointment poises him to
attend the United States Naval Academy this
summer with the incoming midshipmen class
of 2011. Attending one of our Nation’s military
academies is an invaluable experience that of-
fers a world-class education and demands the
very best that these young men and women
have to offer.

Michael brings an enormous amount of
leadership, service, and dedication to the in-
coming class at the Naval Academy. While at-
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tending Anthony Wayne High School in
Whitehouse, Ohio, Michael attained a grade
point average which placed him at the top of
his class. While a gifted athlete, Michael has
maintained the highest standards of excel-
lence in his academics, choosing to enroll and
excel in Advanced Placement classes through-
out high school. Michael has been a member
for the National Honor Society, Honor Roll and
has earned awards and accolades as a schol-
ar and an athlete.

Outside the classroom, Michael has distin-
guished himself as an excellent student-ath-
lete. On the fields of competition, Michael has
earned varsity letters in track, swimming and
cross country. He was named Captain of the
Varsity Cross Country team and served as
President of the German Club. Michael's dedi-
cation and service to the community and his
peers have proven his ability to excel among
the leaders at the Naval Academy. | have no
doubt that Michael will take the lessons of his
student leadership with him to Annapolis.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Michael W. Hampton on
his appointment to the United States Naval
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available
anywhere in the world. | am sure that Michael
will do very well during his career at the Naval
Academy and | ask my colleagues to join me
in wishing him well as he begins his service to
the Nation.

RECOGNIZING SHAWN GRAYBILL
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Shawn Graybill, a very
dedicated and enthusiastic member of my
Congressional staff. My office and | greatly
value Shawn’s hard work and commitment.
Constituents have grown to recognize his at-
tention to detail, knowledge of many issues
and personal touch. His dedication to the Sixth
District of Missouri has shown through over
the years, which is evident by the appreciation
of all with whom he works.

A native of Tarkio, Shawn began his career
within my office as an intern in June of 2002
while completing his undergraduate degree
from Park University. He has served admirably
whether it was working on constituent case-
work or as a field representative for Clay
County.

Shawn also worked on my re-election cam-
paign as my campaign manager. As anyone in
politics knows, these types of jobs involve long
hours and time away from your family. | ap-
preciate his wife, Laura, for sharing her hus-
band with me over the last 5 years.

Shawn will be leaving my office to serve as
an Assistant Director for the American Truck
Historical Society. In addition, Shawn and
Laura are about to become first-time parents.
It is my understanding that their daughter will
share the name of my favorite President, Ron-
ald Reagan.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in congratulating Shawn Graybill for his
many important contributions to myself, my
staff, all those he has worked with and for all
those he has served. It is truly an honor to
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represent Shawn in the United States Con-
gress.

RECOGNIZES THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE’S AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH SERVICE AND SUB-
TROPICAL AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH STATION’S PRESENCE IN
THE STATE OF FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
United States Department of Agriculture’s Ag-
ricultural Research Service and Subtropical
Agricultural Research Station (STARS) in
Brooksville, FL. for the past seventy-five
years, STARS has worked in cooperation with
the University of Florida to improve animal
production. Their hard work to develop supe-
rior animal production systems for the sub-
tropical regions of the United States has es-
tablished them as leaders in beef cattle and
water quality research.

STARS began in 1932 with nearly 2,100
acres as a gift to the Federal Government by
Colonel and Mrs. Raymond Robins. The
STARS program would eventually grow to its
current size of 3,800 acres and produce sig-
nificant research for the categorization and
conservation of tropically adapted beef cattle.
Their current projects include environmentally
focused analysis that will help determine the
impact of the cattle on the waters of Florida
and their sustainability.

Given its status as the only station located
in the South, the STARS program remains a
unique and significant research facility. This is
extremely significant because of the fact that
nearly 40 percent of the entire Nation’s cattle
herd is located in the southern United States.
STARS also serves as a satellite repository to
the National Animal Germplasm Program for
tropically adapted beef cattle.

Madam Speaker, | applaud all the men and
women who have contributed to the success
of the STARS program over the past seventy-
five years. These individuals exemplify how
working tirelessly on animal production and
water quality research can greatly enhance
the quality of life for America. This program
continues to enhance scientific knowledge of
beef cattle, and | commend those involved for
their efforts to produce research at the fore-
front of American agriculture.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NA-
TIONAL SMALL BUSINESS ASSO-
CIATION’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives to honor the National Small Business As-
sociation (NSBA) as it celebrates its 70th anni-
versary. This first-rate organization currently
reaches more than 150,000 small-business
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owners nationwide—a number that has well
surpassed the original group of 160 members.
It is with great pleasure that | recognize the
commendable service NSBA has provided to
this Nation’s entrepreneurs over the past 70
years.

As Chair of the Small Business Committee,
| am well aware of the unique plight facing this
Nation’s entrepreneurs. As the oldest small
business advocacy group in the United States,
NSBA has a strong history of promoting small
business growth and educating its members
on the impact of Federal policies. The unwav-
ering dedication that this group has shown to
fostering the advancement and growth of en-
trepreneurs is deserving of recognition.

From carpenters to grocers and designers,
NSBA represents a broad range of citizens
who believe in the free enterprise system.
Since joining the Small Business Committee
well over a decade ago, this organization has
frequently been out front, leading the charge
on a number of issues that are of the utmost
importance to this Nation’s 26 million small
businesses. Whether it was advocating for in-
creased access to capital or the Federal mar-
ketplace—NSBA has always acted as a stead-
fast advocate for our entrepreneurs.

Thanks to the leadership of the NSBA—its
founder, the late DeWitt M. Emery, Board
Members, Executive Director, staff, and sup-
porters—its members are given the oppor-
tunity to gather every two years during the
“Small Business Congress” to learn about the
latest happenings impacting their businesses
and vote upon their top ten. NSBA subse-
quently publishes its priority issues booklet
listing the results and advocating on the mem-
bers’ behalf. NSBA’s contributions that bring to
light the everyday matters that are of concern
to the main drivers of this economy—small
business—are truly commendable.

Madam Speaker, | would like to express my
sincerest congratulations to the National Small
Business Association in commemoration of its
70th anniversary and express best wishes for
a successful future.

——————

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF
ALESSANDRA C. BRAUN ON HER
APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND THE
UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY AT WEST POINT

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Mr. GILLMOR. Madam Speaker, it is my
great pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing young woman from Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. | am happy to announce
that Alessandra C. Braun of Fremont, Ohio
has been offered an appointment to attend the
United States Military Academy at West Point,
New York.

Alessandra’s offer of appointment poises
her to attend the United States Military Acad-
emy this fall with the incoming cadet class of
2011. Attending one of our Nation’s military
academies is an invaluable experience that of-
fers a world-class education and demands the
very best that these young men and women
have to offer. Truly, it is one of the most chal-
lenging and rewarding undertakings of their
lives.
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Alessandra brings an enormous amount of
leadership, service, and dedication to the in-
coming class of West Point cadets. While at-
tending St. Joseph Central Catholic High
School in Fremont, Ohio, Alessandra attained
a grade point average which placed her near
the top of her class. While a gifted athlete,
Alessandra has maintained the highest stand-
ards of excellence in her academics, choosing
to enroll and excel in Advanced Placement
classes throughout high school. Alessandra
has been a member of the National Honor So-
ciety, Honor Roll, Mock Trial and Science Club
and has earned numerous awards and acco-
lades as a scholar and an athlete.

Outside the classroom, Alessandra has dis-
tinguished herself as an excellent student-ath-
lete. On the fields of competition, she has
earned varsity letters in swimming and
volleyball where she served as the co-captain
of the varsity team. Alessandra’s dedication
and service to the community and her peers
have proven her ability to excel among the
leaders at West Point. | have no doubt that
Alessandra will take the lessons of her student
leadership with her to West Point.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Alessandra C. Braun on
her appointment to the United States Military
Academy at West Point. Our service acad-
emies offer the finest military training and edu-
cation available anywhere in the world. | am
sure that Alessandra will do very well during
her career at West Point and | ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing her well as she
begins her service to the Nation.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LISA PHILIPS
HON. JON C. PORTER-

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Lisa Philips, R.N., who has distin-
guished herself as an outstanding and de-
voted professional in her field as a Registered
Nurse.

Lisa Philips has been a Registered Nurse
for over 28 years. In 2003, Lisa joined the
staff at Summerlin Hospital as a Charge Nurse
where she was responsible for incoming pa-
tients’ ability to see a physician in a timely
manner. In 2006, Lisa was promoted to House
Supervisor where her responsibilities include
maintaining the patient flow of the entire hos-
pital and ensuring that patients receive their
needed care. Lisa is a committed and caring
nurse who has a unique ability to commu-
nicate with physicians, patients, and their fami-
lies. Lisa also personifies team values and is
the embodiment of the Very Important Patient
Program recently established at Summerlin
Hospital. As a result of her commitment to ex-
cellence and outstanding service to her pa-
tients and colleagues, Lisa was recognized as
Employee of the Year for 2006.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Lisa Philips, R.N. and her continued excel-
lence at Summerlin Hospital. Her professional
expertise and caring nature have greatly en-
riched the lives of those in the Las Vegas
community. | commend Lisa for her efforts and
commitment to her patients and to our com-
munity.
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IN CELEBRATION OF ASIAN/PA-
CIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY
2007

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in celebration of Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Day 2007, and to celebrate the con-
tributions of the Asian American and Pacific
Islander community to the growth and pros-
perity of Northeast Ohio.

Held May 15 and May 19, Heritage Day pro-
vides us with an opportunity to reflect upon
and celebrate the many contributions of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders to the well-
being of Northeast Ohio. | marvel at the beau-
tiful ethnic and cultural diversity that has de-
veloped over the years, and | am grateful for
the generations of immigrants who have
brought to Cleveland the customs and rich
heritage from every corner of Asia.

As Clevelanders forge ahead, building new
institutions, relationships and bridges, it is my
hope that future generations of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders will continue their
invaluable contributions to our social, eco-
nomic and cultural health.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in celebrating Asian/Pacific American Her-
itage Day, and honoring the contributions of
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders to the
rich cultural tapestry of Northeast Ohio.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF PAT AND BILL
KESSLER, RECIPIENTS OF THE
2007 “CIRCLE OF CARE” AWARD

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Pat and Bill Kessler, a couple who
have worked together to improve the quality of
life in their community. The Kesslers will be
honored on May 31, 2007 as the recipients of
the 2007 Circle of Care award from the
Riverbend Head Start and Family Services in
Alton, lllinois.

Bill Kessler retired last year after 33 years
at St. Anthony’s Heath Center in Alton, lllinois
where he had served as the first lay adminis-
trator and longtime CEO of this institution
founded by the Sisters of St. Francis of the
Martyr St. George. Pat was a registered nurse
but has spent the past 35+ years that they
have been in the Alton community raising their
family of eight children and donating time to
many organizations. They have both been will-
ing, despite the significant demands of their
work and family lives, to give back to their
community and make meaningful contributions
to the quality of life for those in the Alton area.

The Kesslers met while Pat was a student
nurse and Bill was a college student working
as an orderly in St. Louis. They were married
in 1968 and spent their first years together
overseas, with Bill serving in the U.S. Army
after receiving his Masters Degree from St.
Louis University. They came back to the St.
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